Tuesday, May 12, 2026

Today we learned that computers are getting faster, programmers are working to keep programs safe from bad
people, and coders use pictures to help write programs.

Making Computer Math Super Fast

A smart person named Matt is teaching a
computer to be really smart. He used Swift, the
language that makes iPhone apps work. He found
a way to make the computer do math way faster
than before. This is important because smart
computer programs need to do lots of math very
quickly.

Bad people used smart computer tools to break into programs

Google said bad hackers used smart computer
tools to find a secret hole in a big computer
program. This hole could let bad people get into
computers and steal important information.
Google told everyone about it so they can fix the
problem. Now programmers are working to make
the programs safe again.

Why Do We Need to Plan Before Building Programs?

When people build big programs, they need a plan
first. This plan is called software architecture. It is
like drawing a map before going on a trip. The
map shows where different parts of the program
will go. This helps people work together better. A
good plan makes programs easier to fix when
something breaks.

Bad People Tried to Put Bad Code in Developer Tools

A company that makes coding tools found out bad
people tried to hack them. The bad people wanted
to put harmful code into the tools that developers
download. The company found the problem and
fixed it. They told everyone what happened so
other companies can be careful too.

Super Low Radio Waves

There are special radio waves called ELF. ELF
means Extremely Low Frequencies. These waves
are so low that they can go through water and even
underground. Big machines use very tall antennas
to send these waves. Submarines underwater can
receive messages this way. The antennas are huge
metal towers that look like spider webs.
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dagmx: This is a really great article! Even if you don't care about smart computer programs,
it's still cool because it shows how to make computers work faster.

oflannabhra: The writer Matt Gallagher is famous for sharing good computer tips. Nice to see
he still makes helpful things for people to learn from!

adrian_b: This shows how smart computer programs use special math tricks to do calculations
faster. That's pretty cool!

by donohoe 139
comments

188 points

crazygringo: Smart computers can be used by bad people to cause trouble, just like how some
people use tools for bad things.

netdevphoenix: It is good that Google found out and told people so they can fix it and stay
safe.

koiueo: We need good computer guards to stop bad people from using smart tools to break
into programs.
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cubeoo: Be careful when taking away computer access! Bad code can hide in secret places on
your computer.

Ciantic: This shows we need to think more carefully about how we build and check our
computer programs.

jonchurch_: Even trusted systems need extra protection. Bad people can find ways in if we are
not careful.
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comments
andai: Cool article! Here's a better picture of a big tower antenna: wikipedia link

Lapsa: In 1975, a scientist showed that special energy waves can carry sounds through the air.

WORD OF THE DAY

program / prosgraem/

Definition: Instructions that tell a computer what to do

History: A long time ago, 'program' meant a written plan. In the 1800s, people wrote programs for trains and machines. Then smart people
taught computers to read these plans too!

Fun Fact: The first computer programs were written on paper cards with holes punched in them!

Source: Hacker News (news.ycombinator.com)
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[ Alongtime ago, 'program' meant a written plan. In the 1800s, people wrote programs for trains and machines. Then smart people
taught computers to read these plans too!
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